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Brian Alton, Attorney      Kevin McGhee, Project Manager 
McClay Alton, P.L.L.P.      The Velmeir Companies 
951 Grand Ave       7760 France Ave S, Suite 215 
St. Paul, MN  55105      Bloomington, MN  55435 

 
Dear Kevin and Brian, 
 
Thank you for participating in April 8

th
’s Community Dialogue session.  As promised, you presented your 

initial design plan, answered questions, and listened firsthand to feedback from the community.  We 
appreciated the honest, open discussions we heard from participants.  We received significant feedback on 
your proposal through this session and other correspondence.  The purpose of providing aggregated 
feedback is to: 
 

� Highlight widespread themes of community interest and specific concern for Velmeir’s 

consideration of proposal adjustments.  We ask that you refrain from filing until after the next 

community meeting where those concerns can be addressed by CVS/pharmacy and Velmeir with a 

more detailed presentation of the site proposal and how those concerns were incorporated. 

� Request that you share more information on these unresolved items of concern to the 
community.  The written format of your response and participation at the second Dialogue session 
will broadly reach our community.   

 
Based on the wide community input received, the most widespread areas of concern around your current 
plan design are: 
 

1. Community Involvement: It is important to this neighborhood that all businesses make a 
committment to be an engaged member of our community, provide support for neighbors and the 
surrounding neighborhoods, and participate in the local business assocation. Lacking familarity with 
CVS policy on these matters, we would like to understand better how CVS participates in corporate 
giving and involvement in local communities. 

 

2. Labor Concerns: It is important to us that jobs at CVS/pharmacy pay a living wage, provide 
benefits, and allow unionization of its workers.  We request CVS/pharmacy’s committment to fair 
treatment of workers.  We also recommend that construction be done entirely with unionized local 
labor. 

 

3. Building Design: We request design plans be revised to be consistent with the scale and 
architecture reflected in the historical buildings in the neighborhood, including but not limited to: 

• Smaller scale building than currently proposed 

• Large transparent windows, that allow views in and out of the building, without tint and 
advertisements, along all sides of building (exempt from pharmacy counter for privacy 
issues) 

• Real brick façade, in style and stacking consistent with existing buildings & architecture in 

neighborhood 

• Small and unobtrusive signage 
 

4. Building Orientation: We would like plans be revised so that the main entrance to the 
CVS/pharmacy building faces Sunnyside Avenue. 

 

5. Traffic Concerns: We would like assurance in shared results of traffic studies to ensure that traffic 
volume and flow through the neighborhood will not increase with the proposed design, including 
projections for potential impact of the Edina traffic control plan. 

 

6. Community Access: We request plans be revised so that access for pedestrian and bicycles is 
convenient, inviting and safe, including but not limited to building reorientation, a courtyard/seating 
area by entrance, sufficient bike racks, and separate pedestrian/bike only access. 
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7. Environmental Concerns: The community places high value on commercial properties.  We 
request that design plans incorporate environmental concerns including, but not limited to: 

• Increasing, improving and maintaining green space, landscaping, and streetscape 

• Sustainable building practices that meet or exceed Gold Level LEED certification 

• Incorporation of green roof, rain gardens, semi-permeable parking surfaces, etc… 
 

8. Environmental Cleanup: We request a statement outlining steps that ensure the safety and 
environmental quality of the building process, particularly the removal of gas tanks and 
testing/cleanup of hazardous substances. 

 

9. Business Viability: There is community interest in better understanding the market opportunity for 
a pharmacy at this location, as well as evidence and plans for the long-term viability of the 
proposed business.  

 

10. Major Neighborhood Amenity: Many requested plan revisions such that the existing gas station is 
preserved.  Please explain the rationale for removal of the gas station and your need for its 
removal. 

 
11. Operational Concern: We request plans be revised such that there is no drive-thru.   
 

12. Operational Concern: We would like to better understand the City’s zoning restrictions for your type 
of facility in this space, and a binding commitment that the proposed business will not be open 24-
hours. 

 
As an advocate for our community, LHiNC’s role is to help shape the future of a vibrant business node 
through aggregate community influence.  We want local existing and future businesses to thrive, and an 
anchor tenant within these land parcels has potential to set a significant design precedent, which as you 
heard from the community session, is very important to our area.  The community places a high value on 
commercial properties being a part of our community, not apart from our community.   
 
Upon reviewing the report, please let us know when to expect a response so that LHiNC may schedule the 
second public session accordingly.  Our hope is to convene the second community dialogue session before 
the end of May.  In your written response, please address each of the twelve areas of unresolved concern 
specifically.  If in your estimation, it is unfeasible to meet a stated request, please share a detailed 
explanation in your response. 
 
Do not hesitate to contact us for clarification.  LHiNC will remain engaged as the process proceeds at the 

Minneapolis Planning Commission and continue to make sure that the concerns of the community are part of 

the final design and approval process. 

 
Kind Regards, 
 
 
 
Linea Palmisano, Board Chair   Keiko Veasey, Vice-Chair 
Linden Hills Neighborhood Council 
 
 
 
 
Cc: Linden Hills Neighborhood via Website (www.lindenhills.org), Minneapolis City Council Member Betsy 
Hodges, Morningside and Linden Hills Business Associations, and Morningside Neighborhood Association 
  


